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Masks restrictions continue to change. 

At St. S, out of concern for one another,  

we wear masks to insure the highest level  

of protection for everyone. 

Some among us have pre-existing conditions, 

while others, our elders, may be more vulnerable. 

It’s best to refrain from handshakes and hugs 

to protect yourself and the rest of the folks at St. S. 

 

~ Ruth Bell Graham 



Uncertainty, sickness and fear washed over the Reynosa 
migrant encampment Friday after Mexican law enforce-
ment (MLI) descended upon them Thursday night and left 
them bereft of one of their basic needs — a way to cook 
food.  
 

MLI took propane tanks that were used in four kitchen 
sites splayed across a makeshift labyrinth where nearly 
5,000 migrants call home. A majority decided to camp 
there after being expelled from the U.S. under a public 
health code known as Title 42.  
 

About 9 p.m. Thursday, migrants said many of them con-
gregated near visitors who were delivering a late night 
meal. At the same time, however, a group of armed MLI 
brandishing rifles began encircling the plaza. the men in 
black uniforms walking around the campsite. A narrator 
behind the camera said they were taking the propane 
tanks.  
 

Later that day, migrants recalled someone had taken 
photos of those kitchen sites two days prior. Someone 
told the migrants they would be donating fire extinguish-
ers and asked to take photos. It was a detail they recalled 
after the tanks were quickly plucked from the stoves scat-
tered among the patchwork of tents and tarps. 
 

Fear, present long before the incident,  
intensified afterward.  

 
 

The Monitor is not naming the migrants that shared their 
testimony because many have been victims of extortion, 
kidnapping and violence in the border city that they still 
inhabit.  
 

Officers provided no explanation or showed warrants 
when they took the propane tanks away, according to 
some of the witnesses. 
 

“It’s more about the kids,” a 38-year-old Guatemaltecan 
mother said. She is one of the women in charge of kitchen 
No. 3. Earlier this week, the propane tank in their part of 
the camp was running low. Everyone pitched in and 
bought a week’s worth of supply on Wednesday.  
 

Mothers use the stove to heat up and sanitize the water 
they use to prepare the powdered milk formula 

for their children. Though, they also use it  
to cook food donated to them.  

 

Earlier this week, someone alleged migrants were selling 
that food. The Guatemalan mother called it a lie. Other 
migrants nearby affirmed her claim. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Over at another kitchen site, another woman said the 
stove was stored away, out of sight. “We don’t want 
them to take it, too.”  
 

A pile of tortillas was stacked nearby. A local food ven-
dor who didn’t sell them the previous night gave them 
the plastic bag. They were cold, not fully cooked and 
stiff, but migrants said they ate them anyway. Some re-
fried beans were still in a pot, half-cooked and spoiling. 

Parents worried they wouldn’t be able to provide food 
for their children, some of whom are sick and undiag-
nosed. 
 

A woman from El Salvador held her 10-year-old daugh-
ter in her lap. The child lay motionless, staring into the 
distance. It was her second day running a fever. Her 
mother used a T-shirt, wet with water and alcohol, to 
cool her during the day. But the child was having trouble 
eating and staying hydrated. 
 

Even if they want to go back home, 
many can’t.  

 

Migrants who have been there long enough, know where 
to wait for a daily bus that comes to take them back to 
Mexico’s southern border. But, the trips are out of reach 
for many. Multiple accounts suggest they are charged 
$2,500 pesos for each adult and $,1,500 per child, which 
amounts to about  $122 and $74 respectively. 
 

“They tell us if we go to the terminal we run a risk. If we 
get out of the plaza, we run a risk. Now that we’re here, 
we’re at risk too,” a frustrated mother from Honduras 
said. 
 

The fear of losing their freedom, property and lives 
keeps them close to the plaza. At night, migrants take the 
role of security guards and rotate shifts watching the 
perimeter. 
 

Friday night, migrants reported seeing a group of law 
enforcement officers again. They heard electricity and 
water will be taken next.  
 

“Where do they want us to go?”  
one of the women wondered loudly.  

 

Since they can’t leave, migrants said they’re hoping 
someone comes to their aid. But even as they prepared 
for the days ahead, the federal government on the U.S. 
side was invested in a last-ditch effort to keep from en-
forcing a practice that would send even more migrants 
back to Mexico. 
 

As reported in the McAllen, TX newspaper, 
The Monitor Rio Grande Valley 

 
How does the Household of God respond?  How do you respond? 

2021 A Year of Grace, Year of New Vision                                  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ August 22, 2021 



While there is a remnant, however small, who cares intensively  
for the quality of the community life, there is hope. 

~ William Sloane Coffin  

2021 A Year of Grace, Year of New Vision                                  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ August 22, 2021 

Morning, Church! 
 

If it does not please you to serve the Lord, 
decide today whom you will serve. 

 

Putting God first is the message of the prophet Joshua today. 

Putting God first requires a conscious choice in making every decision.  
 

Joshua put God first. At a very pivotal time in the Hebrews’ desert sojourn, God chose Joshua to lead them to the 

Promised Land ~ instead of Moses. Moses had negotiated their release from Pharaoh and enslavement; served as their 

spiritual leader; and continually called them to faithful worship.  
 

Now with Joshua as their new leader, the Hebrew households must decide: worship and serve the true God or stay in 

their Desert of Disbelief. Mindful of how God rescued them from their exile and bondage in Egypt, they opted to put 

God first instead of choosing the gods of neighboring nomadic tribes. 
  
 

As for me and my household, 
we will the Lord. 

 

Whenever you intentionally choose to put God first, e.g., worship at the Sunday Eucharist; surrender to God in prayer; 

share your time, talent, and treasure; forgive a harrying hurt; give loving service without any expectation of a return, 

etc., you are putting God first. Choosing to serve God, as a household, is a conscious affirmation of your Baptismal 

Covenant. 
 

The Israelites endured many trials, losses, and disappointments. While in the desert for forty years they were graced by 

God’s faithful presence. As St Stephen a Household of God, you are being asked to decide whom you will serve.  

Prayerfully consider this Divine invitation and reply in whatever ways you feel is honest and just ~  ways that reflect 

what it means for you to put God first.  

               God’s blessings, 

 
 



A   U   G   U   S   T 
22 21st Sun OT 

24 Communion Service, 12:15p 

29 22nd Sun OT 

30 RCIA Inquiry, FLC, 6:30p 

31 Communion Service, 12:15p 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

Any of the following items: 
Any kind of pasta & sauce; peanut butter & jelly  

Small laundry detergent 

8/29  Coming Prepared:      www.usccb.org 

Deut. 4: 1-2, 6-8 James 1: 17-18, 21b-22, 27 

Psalm 15: 2-5 Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15,21-23  

A   U    G   U  S  T 

22 +Mona Schaufenbuel 
+Fay Ellen Burgoon 

29 +Petra Aguirre, mother of Victor Bustos 

 Altar Flowers are in memory and honor  

of Elizabeth Karaffa, (2015) 

mother of  Karen Gochnauer 
   

If you wish to donate Altar flowers  

for an Anniversary, Birthday, in memory  

of a deceased loved one or  

a special intention,  please SIGN UP  

on the CALENDAR on the  

bulletin board and contact Donna Watson, 
(336) 835-5235.  

23 Judy Berryman 

24 Gayle Altemueller 

     Leo Ouellette 

25 Luisa Rodriguez 

26 Pat Kophamer 

30 Nancy Espino 

Reflecting and Acting on the Word _____ 
 

If it does not please you to serve the Lord, 

decide today whom you will serve. 

 31 Judy & Ron Berryman 

PROCLAIMERS of the WORD 

Date Reading I Reading II 

8/22 Mary H Kathy J 

8/29 Sarah K Ronnie K 

Prayer request  _________ 
 

Congregation of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart  
Sisters  

+Mary Daniel Abud and +Regina Rob 

murdered by armed gunman in South Sudan  

after participating in the centenary 

celebrations at a local parish; and for the  

consolation of their families and Congregation. 
 

Afghanistan      Haiti      South Sudan 

Those caught up in the wild fires 
and the first responders… 

Healthcare workers and COVID patients 

...to all who faithfully contribute to the life 
and sustainability of our parish 

by sharing your time, talent and treasure  
throughout the past 17 months... 

 Come & See! 
Are you seeking a church home and interested 

to discover  more about the Catholic Faith?  

Do you know someone who’s seeking a church 

home?  Are you adult Catholic wanting to prepare 

for Confirmation or 1st Communion? 

Contact S. Janis 835-3007 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Sundays, after Mass 


