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Morning, Church! 
The consensus seems to be: this Christmas season past is 

below par. Like many of you, I celebrate Christmas as it 

is, a season from Christmas to the Epiphany. The Magi’s 

journey is ours, so aptly found in Jan Richadson’s poem 

that accompanied last week’s Scripture reflection.  
 

How and where we travel will determine how and where 

we finish our journey. The Feasts of Epiphany and the 

Baptism of the Lord are about The Light. We need light 

and we need The Light now. We The Light when our 

nation’s core values are desecrated and destroyed by 

thugs who revealed who they are and whose lead they 

follow. The storming of our Capitol, the theft and de-

struction of property, felonies all, are compounded by 

five deaths. It’s the culmination of “many predictions, 

the revelation of the destructive power of distrust, white 

supremacy and conspiracy theories. The result of hubris 

and hatred weaponized in the name of a tyrant.” 

 

The assault on our Capitol confirms how very danger-

ous, even treacherous this journey is and how the body 

space between us is not wide as the ideological space. 

There’s so much dark, evil, and morally wrong about 

January 6, 2021, the Epiphany and the last of the Twelve 

Days of Christmas in these United States. 

 
Wednesday showed what length true citizens willing to 

go to hold the line and protect our patrimony, as well as 

what lengths others will go to promote darkness.  

Complicity got us here. Complicity of all who jockeyed 

for a position to ride on coattails of power. Our complic-

ity ~ yours and mine, got us here, too. Five people are 

dead because of our silence. 

The Feast of the Baptism reminds us that we are “called, 

consecrated and sent forth” to be priest, prophet, and 

leaders in a world that needs all three.  
 

Sacred water trickled over your head, sacred chrism 

crossed your foreheads, a white garment dressed you in 

glory and a single candle demands you speak out ~ pro-

phetically, in Christ’s name ~ in a loud voice with all the 

truth that is the gospel. Choose: ongoing complicity or 

engaging this darkness will reveal who you are and who 

you follow. 

 

 

 

 

The only lens on Wednesday’s tragic violence is the gos-

pel, not culture or political commentary. Baptism says act 

in the Name of the One who is mightier than you. We 

must be the Truth-tellers and shed light on the river of lies 

aimed to drown us out and misdirect us. 
 

No doubt, the insurrectionists represent some of us. They 

do not represent those on this faithjourney. A friend of 

mine said, “Like Herod, “a tyrant saw a threat to his pow-

er. Filled with fear, he brought fright to the whole country. 

He stoked fear and incited violence. The king could not 

stand the truth and so he sought to rout it out. But the truth 

would not yield.” The honest-to-God truth will never 

yield. Never. 
 

The Truth is Christ, the Light of the World, One who 

leads us in radical peace ~ which is not the way most 

kings lead. He would never incite a riot, goad others into 

violence, or show a blatant disregard for human life.  
 

Commitment to the common good, to unity, and exercis-

ing right judgment, is the Will of the Waters of Baptism. 

Wednesday offered all of us a conversional grace.   

 

After the attacks of 9/11, the violence by white suprema-

cists in  Charlottesville, and the numerous deaths that cat-

alyzed a national and diverse BLM movement, we seem to 

come together in so many ways. We talked with one an-

other and checked in on one another.   
 

This is the Will of the Water. If you are a true patriot and 

a faithful Catholic, you are cut to the core by the direction 

our country seems to be going. Now you suffer from these 

national disgraces in a world who sees how unhinged and 

destabilizing our leader is.  
 

It is my hope and prayer that the Feast of the Baptism will 

re-energize all of us to reclaim its grace and its relentless 

mission. We will lift up the Light of Christ entrusted to us. 

We will hold ourselves accountable for our actions, 

thoughts, and micro-aggressions.  

We need a spiritual U-turn towards the gospel, one that 

leads us to become one nation under God again.

 

               God’s blessings, 



Reflecting on the Word _____ 
 

What does your faith teach you about past week?  

What does Jesus say about this week? 

J A N U A R Y 

17 2nd Sun OT 

18 Christian Unity Week (18-25)  
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Thank you for your ongoing support 

for your church and Tri-C ministries… 

Please mail your church donations to:  

Janis McQuade, S.S.J. 

765-J Oakland Drive   

Elkin NC 28621-2955 

Please include your envelope #,  
and what the check is for o 

n the MEMO LINE. 

Thank you so much!! 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

Any kind of bean, dried or canned  

Sunday Scriptures 

Is. 55:1-11 1 John 5:1-9 

Is. 12:2-6 Mark 1:7-11   

Prayer Request    

Vincent Cahill 

son of Mary & Barry Blackburn 

who suffered a head injury  

while  on vacation. 

22 Caroline Kerr 

23 Huey Cortez 

25 Tim Atkins 

      Braulio Mata 

27 Catalina Hernandez 

29 Claire Golden 

30 Marta Segura-Lopez 

2 Dolores Spicer 

10 Anahi Parral 

11 Zenaida Parral 

13 Luis Martinez 

16 Jenny Ardizzola 

     Barry Blackburn 

     Epi Cortez 

20 Isabella Estrada 

     Cecelia Jones 

21 Inez Chavez Trejo 

 

J A N U A R Y 

 

10 

17 

24 


Eternal rest, grant her, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon her. 
May she rest in peace. Amen. 

 
+Sister Sally Dougherty   

born to eternal life  

in the 77th year of her religious life 


