
March 29, 2020  ~  Fifh Sunday  of Lent 

 

 



2020 A Year of Grace, Year of New Vision 5th Sunday of Lent ~ March 29, 2020 

Sunday Scriptures  

Ezekiel 37:12-14  Romans 8:8-11 

Ps 130:1-8   John 11:1-45 

Reflecting & Acting on the Word  
 

Week V: The Raising of Lazarus 
Reflect honestly on your entombment.  

What will it take to roll away The Stone  

that prevents you from Christ’s loving arms? 
  

Pray for the sustaining grace to leave 

behind all that is not life-giving,   

in all that keeps you entombed in spiritual darkness.   

Daily Our Lady of Mercy faculty gather for a W.H.A.T. 
(Well, How Are Things?) meeting. They pray and share in-
formation, and check in with one another. It’s bonding 
and relationship at its best.  
 

Well, how are things? How are you doing in your newly-
designated tomb of social isolation? How are you navi-
gating the pseudo--darkness and uncertainty?  Our shared 
entombment experience makes us confront what we have 
avoided for years, not so this Lent. It’s been weeks now. 
When will we rise? When will new life come? 
 

All of us have been entombed at our residence for weeks. 
The entombment removes all outside distractions. We see 
only what is nearest us and within us. For some, it’s a 
blessing; for others it reveal unattended wounds. 
 

Martha and Mary shared your experience spiritually. 
Their brother, Lazarus, died. Relentless grief racked their 
days and nights. Wailing mourners intensify their loss. 
They waited very long ~ for four days. If only Jesus had 
come when they sent for him. If only... 
 

As Jesus travels to Bethany he tells his disciples, “I’m 
glad for you that I was not there, the you may believe.”  
 

Little did they know, Jesus understood this time of grief 
and loss as a graced moment. Lazarus died so that we 
would learn Jesus is The Resurrection and the Life.   
 

Today, Jesus stand at your tomb, where you have been 
“buried” for weeks. He stands there and prays for you. He 
prays that the heavy stone will roll away from your heart. 
Jesus calls you by name,  

“Come out into the light of my Resurrection and Life.” 
 

Jesus will not go into your tomb to get you.  

You must choose to come out  

and leave behind the darkness and disbelief. 
 

Come! Leave the dank of doubt behind you.  

Unbind yourself of those premature burial rags 

of dread and doubt, your anxiety  

of how things are and will be.  
 

Wait no longer!  
 

Jesus has rolled your stone away. 
 

Gratefully share your life and faith with others. 
 

life. family. parish.  

How are you making them better? 
 

                         God’s blessings, 

Prayer Request    

Let us hold in prayer all medical personnel,  

the first responders, and all our dear Neighbors 

around the world who are suffering  

from COVID19, as well as those whose lives  

are claimed by this virus.  

 
+Ruth Naomi Fuhr Weibel 

March 17, 1924  ~  March 25, 2020 
 

+S. Mary Bradley , SSJ, 
 born to eternal life  

in the 68th year of her religious life.  
 
 

+S. Helen Bradley , SSJ, 
 born to eternal life  

in the 65th year of her religious life.  

March  Intentions  

29 +Kevin J. Jacobs;  +Mona Schaufenbuel,  
+Ruth Weibel 

 
 



ALL MASSES and PARISH ACTIVITIES  
are canceled until further notice. 

29   Eva Rose Reikowsky 

 Tri-C Donations  Store brands are best. 

MARCH Small Laundry Detergent 

65th Anniversary 
At our Pancake Breakfast you were invited to offer your  

suggestions for celebrating our 65th Anniversary as a faith  

community.  Those suggestions are being collated and will  

be shared with the parish for further input.  

With all of us spending more time at home these days, please  

take some time to send your suggestions for how we can  

celebrate the life and legacy of our parish community.  

Send your suggestions to: parrishd1109@gmail.com or  

Connect@StStephenNC.org 

1955 2020 

 

 

Your touchstone for parish info is: 
 

ST. STEPHEN PARISH WEBSITE  
 

Please check our website for  
weekly Mass, bulletin and updates:  

https://www.ststephennc.org  
 

This poem is offered to you for reflection, during this most unusual Lenten Season.  

May you know in your dry spiritual bones that the desert this season invites you into 

 is not for our punishment or shame. Instead, it offers a terrain where you can 

meet Jesus and be healed. We’re in this desert together.  

  Lazarus Blessing Lazarus Blessing ~ Jan Richardson 

The secret  

of this blessing  

is that it is written  

on the back  

of what binds you.  
 

To read this blessing,  

you must take hold  

of the end  

of what  

confines you,  

must begin to tug  

at the edge  

of what wraps  

you round. 

 

It may take long  

and long  

for its length  

to fall away,  

for he words  

of this blessing  
 

to unwind  

in folds  

about your feet. 

By then  

you will  

no longer  

need them 

By then this blessing 

will have pressed itself 

into your waking flesh, 

will have passed 

into your bones, 

will have traveled 

every vein 
 

until it come to rest  

Inside the chambers 

of your heart 

that beats to 

the rhythm 

of benediction 
 

and the cadence 

of release. 

01  Pat Colwell 

05  Marcelino Trinadad 

06  Natalia Trinadad 

08   Melisa Bustos 

       Clyde Colwell 

       Emma Golden 

       Jennifer LaCashio 

09   Lesly Avila 

10   Richard Jones 

11   Osvaldo Martinez 

        Keith Stringer 

19  Mario Crispin 

23  Kimberly Lopez 

27  Deborah Lopez 

       Luis Rodriguez 

30  Vanessa Lopez 

 
04   Eileen & Leo Ouellette 

05   Beth Altemueller & Newell Hauser 

15   Judy & Frank Simon 

21   Guadalupe & Ray Hernandez 

27  Julie & Patrick Colglazier     

 

Like you, my calendar is unusually open.  

With the exception of Wednesday evenings,  

when our RCIA group “meets” on Zoom 7:00-8:30p  

If you, or other parishioners you know, 

 need a ride to the store, doctor, or other errands done,  

call and we’ll make it happen.   (336)835-4542 (H) 

https://www.ststephennc.org/news

