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Strange how one word 
will so hollow you out. 
But this word 
has been in the wilderness 
for months. 
Years. 
 

This word is what remained 
after everything else 
was worn away 
by sand and stone. 
It is what withstood 
the glaring of sun by day, 
the weeping loneliness of 
the moon at night. 
 

Now it comes to you 
racing out of the wild, 
eyes blazing 
and waving its arms, 
its voice ragged with desert 
but piercing and loud 
as it speaks itself 
again and again: 
 

Prepare, prepare. 
 

It may feel like 
the word is leveling you, 
emptying you 
as it asks you 
to give up 
what you have known. 
 

It is impolite 
and hardly tame, 
but when it falls 
upon your lips 
you will wonder 
at the sweetness, 
 

like honey 
that finds its way 
into the hunger 
you had not known 
was there. 

New Beginnings 

Morning, Church! 

We welcome a new Year of Grace, 2021, which begins with an impassioned 

prayer for restoration. God’s timing is impeccable! The Hebrews are in exile in 

Babylon. It’s 600 before the Savior’s arrival. Isaiah exhorts them with powerful 

and poignant words. His words remind them of the certainty of Hope that one day 

their lives will be “back to normal”, they would return home, to their beloved 

land of their ancestors and Jerusalem. 

To their shock, their return to Israel fell far short of joyful. On their return they 

found their Temple in ruins (not a stone left on a stone); their villages and towns 

are pillaged and burned. Even then, they turned to God, the God of their sacred 

Covenant, with confidence and hope. They believed God would continue to guide 

and bless them as they navigated the devastation. 

As you read The Word, you’ll notice the Hebrews’ Covenant/relationship with 

God cycles between sin, repentance, exile and restoration. They were banished 

when they are unfaithful, stiff-necked, and worst of all, hard-of-heart. 

Our compassionate God understood their spiritual immaturity. God knew they 

could grow into their “yes.” God remained faithful to them, no matter what. Like 

our ancestors in faith, we struggle to live into our “yes” to God. During these 

days that resemble an “exile” in a “foreign” land, we turn to God, too.  

Eight months of unfamiliar and no solid footing ~ spiritually, emotionally, or in 

our routines is like an exile. Relentless changes juxtaposed with a Ground Hog 

Day kind of sameness fatigue your soul. You want this “exile” to end and your 

life to be restored to what is life-giving and familiar. 

Advent is a New Beginning, a New Year of Grace, Advent invite you to make an 

impassioned beginning. Pray for the grace of resiliency and a deeper faith the 

Hope and Promise. Happy and blessed Advent! 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

                  God’s blessings 



Reflecting on the Word _____ 
 

  

November Intentions  

29 +Rufus Daughtery 

D E C E M B E R 

06 +Helen Purcell; r/b Lana & Bob 
+Matthew Smith-Farrell 

08 +Pat Black, SSJ 

13 +Ellyn Garwood; Tim Garwood (Birthday) 

ST. STEPHEN PARISH WEBSITE       

  

N O V E M B E R 

29 

D E C E M B E R 

01 Communion Service, 12:15p 

O3 RCIA Inquiry 

02 40th Anniversary Religious Women  
Martyred in El Salvador 

06 

08 

10 RCIA Inquiry 

13 

15 Communion Service, 12:15p 

16 Advent Evening of Reflection 

20 
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….for your ongoing support 

for your church and Tri-C ministries… 

Please mail your church donations to:  

Janis McQuade, S.S.J. 

765-J Oakland Drive  Elkin NC 28621-2955 

Please include your envelope #, and what the 
check is for on the MEMO LINE. 

Thank you so much!! 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

NOVEMBER Toilet paper  

Sunday Scriptures 

Isaiah 63:16-17, 19  1 Cor. 1:3-9  

Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19   Mark 13:33-37  

 

      Sisters of St. Joseph ~ Maxim 94 
 

       Be alert to God’s true promptings.  

18 Jackie & Bryan Wagoner             22 Hilda & Joel Lopez 
23 Elia & Luis Martinez                      31 Crystal & Francisco Fuentes 

Christmas Flower Donations  
We need a little Christmas…(Mame) 

 

This year decorations bring visible life  
to our church and homes, for sure! 

If you wish to donate a poinsettia plant  
to enhance our environment, in honor or memory of  

a loved one, include your poinsettia donation  
with your regular church donation  

and mail your check to my residence. 
We need more than a little Christmas! 

Thank you so much! Donor In Honor, Memory  

 

Tom Lux Deceased members of the 
Burke & Lux Families 

https://www.ststephennc.org/news

