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Morning Church! 
 
 

After Christ’s crucifixion, the Fledgling Followers won-
dered, “How can we go on now? How will we manage this 
New Way on our own?” They could start by believing ing 
who they were and whose they were.  They would have to 
have to have to reshape their attitudes and choices  model-
ing Christ’s Ministry of Mercy.  
 
They clearly understood living like Christ meant all that 
sharing life in common. Life in common surpassed sharing 
meager possessions. They would need to learn how to share 
their hearts, ideas, fears, and failures in the Spirit of Christ’s 
Divine Mercy. 
 
By word and example, Christ taught his followers to live 
mercifully, to honor the blessed diversity of their neighbors 
as well as their personal weaknesses. They would gain 
strength from Jesus’ first post-Resurrection, “Peace be with 
you.” Christ’s peace, within and among them, is his mercy.  
 
Truly, it’s Christ’s words that broke through their hearts’ 
closed and anxious doors. His words of Mercy are con-
sistent with his uncommon way of being and in relationship 
with the seemingly Unforgivable, the Unlovable, the Un-
touchable, and the Unlikeable. Those who withhold mercy 
and forgiveness may do so because of pride, fear or they 
have power over others as long as they withhold for-
giveness over others.   
 
In 2015, Pope Francis declared a Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
Jubilee Years are years dedicated to the Biblical tenets  
grounded in atonement and forgiveness. Jesus call you to 
live the virtue of mercy everyday; to forgive and cancel the 
debts others may have accrued against us; and to apologize 
for  the times you have pilfered others’ dignity or reputa-
tion.  
 
Mercy is God’s Way of giving you a do, a second or zil-
lionth chance. Jesus  never withhold mercy from anyone. 
Christ’s followers can do no less.    
 
Honor Christ’s Resurrection by making Divine Mercy un-
commonly common in your heart and relationships with 
others and Creation.  
 

May this Easter Season be for you 
a sustaining grace. 

 

You had not imagined 

that something so empty 

could fill you 

to overflowing, 

 

and now you carry 

the knowledge 

like an awful treasure 

or like a child 

that roots itself 

beneath your heart: 

 

how the emptiness 

will bear forth 

a new world 

that you cannot fathom 

but on whose edge 

you stand. 

 

 
So why do you linger? 

You have seen, 

and so you are 

already blessed. 

You have been seen, 

and so you are 

the blessing. 

 

There is no other word 

you need. 

There is simply 

to go 

and tell. 

There is simply 

to begin. 

Seen 
A Blessing for Easter Day 



Reflecting on the Word _____ 
 

What emotional/spiritual debt do you need to cancel 

to move your heart from unforgiveness to mercy? 

What makes offering forgiveness 

so hard for you? Need to be right? Fear? Pride? 

 

A    P    R    I     L 

11 2nd Sunday Easter  
Divine Mercy Chaplet after Mass 

13 Communion Service, 12:15p 
Ministers’ Group on Racism 

18 3rd Sunday Easter  

20 Communion Service, 12:15p 

25 4th Sunday Easter  

Prayer request 
 

+S. Joan M. Grelis , S.S.J. 
born to eternal life in the 79th year 

of her religious life. 
   
 

Eternal rest, grant her, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace. Amen. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support  
for St. S and Tri-C ministries… 

 

Please consider beginning regular 
donations to church,  

especially if your household 

 hasn’t contributed in the last year. 
 

 Check payable to:     St. Stephen Church 
 

 Mail to:                    Janis McQuade, S.S.J. 
                             765  J  Oakland Drive 
                              Elkin NC 28621-2955 

 

    Thank you so much!! 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

Any of the following items: 

Any kind of bean, dried or canned  

Pasta & sauce   or  sm. laundry detergent 

Sunday Scriptures 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43 Philippians 2:6-11 

Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 John 20:1-9  

 

RCIA Journey &  

Adult 1st Communion  

& Confirmation Preparation 
 

If you, or an adult you know, is interested in exploring 
the Catholic Faith, or any adult who would like  

to prepare for First Communion or Confirmation,  
please call.  (336)835-3007 

05  
15 Judy & Frank Simon 
21 Guadalupe & Ray Hernandez 
27 Julie & Patrick Colglazier 

A   P   R  I   L 

11 + Burke & Lux Families r/b Tom 
John J. Cahill 

18 +Millie Mounce  r/b Lana & Bob  
+Joe Sally;  +Sally Bianco 

25 +Marcy Morrey 

05 Marcelino Trinidad 
06 Natalia Trinadad 
08 Melisa Bustos 
08 Clyde Colwell 
08 Emma Golden  
08 Jennifer LaCashio 
09 Osvaldo Busto 
10 Richard Jones 
11 Osvaldo Martinez 

11 Keith Stringer 

12 Jose Ledesma 

19 Mario Crispin 

21 Joanna Salvatore 

23 Kimberly Lopez 

27 Deborah Griffith 

27 Luis Rodriguez 

30 Vanessa Lopez 

 

Donor In honor/ memory of 

Barbara & Bob 
DeJohn 

+Bills & DeJohn 
Families 

Peggy Reikowsky James Dana 

Thank you...to the parishioners who have 
donated Sheets (gas) and WM gift cards 
throughout the past year for fellow parishioners  
in need ~ their donations have made such a big 
difference for these families!   

In their name, Thank you very much!  

Give Out  
of  

Gratitude 

Thank you very much! 


