
Second  Sunday of Easter,  April 19, 2020 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

 



2020 A Year of Grace, Year of New Vision                Divine Mercy Sunday,  April 19, 2020 

April  Intentions  

19 +Deceased members of the Dana & Reikowsky Families 

26 +Rufus Daughtery 

The text from Acts is being lived in your homes. The stay home mandate 
confines your family in closed quarters 24/7. You’re to hold “all things in 
common” as you learn to live a new rhythm together, with no Sunday 
Mass, school, outside activities, and altered or canceled work schedules.   
 

Luke’s Acts reveals the fledgling First Followers are dedicated to commu-
nal prayer, community life, and sharing the Eucharist in their homes. Their 
shared, steadfast belief in the Risen Christ’s presence lead them to share a 
new vulnerability, to be transparent with one another, and freely share their 
very lives as well as their possessions. 
 

 

Time once spent elsewhere is spent on being family. It’s a privileged time 
for you to become more conscious of each others’ thoughts and feelings, to 
pastor each other in your Domestic Church. Become aware of the sacred 
moments when you can give each other new life, confirm each other’s 

faith, forgive each other, anoint and heal each other, exercise the priesthood of your Baptism, lead each other in pray-
er, and when you reaffirm you are in this together, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health 
now and certainly way after this pandemic passes. 
 

Until this March, the gospel message seemed obvious. Jesus visits the fearful apostles locked away in the same Upper 
Room where they shared Passover together, where their Servant-leader washed their feet, and give himself to them 
(and all of us) in the Eucharist. As you gather around your dining table at home, take time to share what stirs your 
heart with gratitude, what you need at this time of your faithjourney, and how you can serve each other, a.k.a., wash 
each others’ feet in Jesus’ Name.   
 

Our empty church symbolizes The Empty Tomb. The Risen Christ is here in this sacred empty space as his is in your 
home. Jesus knows your heart and the fears, fueled by countless pandemic updates. Jesus recognized how anxious and 
frightened the apostles were and how anxious and frightened you may feel, too.  
 

The Mercy of God is with you, he says, “Peace be with you.  

The Mercy of God breathes New Life into you through his Spirit.  

The One Who Calms the Storm is the same One Who is in the Boat with you.  

The One who knows your doubts and fears is the One who says  

“Peace be with you”  and gifts us with his Spirit. 

Today, gratefully celebrate Divine Mercy.  
 

 

IT’S YOUR LIFE. FAMILY. PARISH.  

HOW ARE YOU MAKING THEM BETTER... 
 

        Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!   



Sunday Scriptures  

Acts 2:42-47  1 Peter 1:3-9  

 Ps. 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24   John 20:19-31  

Reflecting & Acting on the Word  

Divine Mercy Sunday 

 Ponder all the ways God blesses you. Pray gratefully to the Risen Christ. 

Share your heart with him, who is Divine Mercy. 

 



 

 
 



ALL MASSES and PARISH ACTIVITIES  
are canceled until further notice. 

 

 

Your best source for parish info is: 

ST. STEPHEN PARISH WEBSITE       

https://www.ststephennc.org  
 

Please check our website for weekly Mass,  
the bulletin and parish updates  

 

 

Prayer Request    

+S. Dorothy L Tracey,  SSJ, 
 born to eternal life  

in the 69th year of her religious life.  
 

We hold in prayer all medical personnel  

and the first responders;  

all the delivery folks and those who struggle to keep  

their restaurants open for take out orders;  

and all our dear Neighbors around the world  

who are suffering from COVID19, and their families,  

as well as those who have died due to the virus  

or its complications. 

27 Luis Rodriguez 

30  Vanessa Lopez 

21   Guadalupe & Ray Hernandez 

27  Julie & Patrick Colglazier     

1955   ~   2020 

65th Anniversary 
 

At our Pancake Breakfast you were invited to offer your  

suggestions for celebrating our 65th Anniversary as a faith  

community.  Those suggestions are being collated and will  

be shared with the parish for further input.  

With all of us spending more time at home these days,  

please take some time to send your suggestions  

for how we can celebrate the life and legacy  

of our parish community.  

Send your suggestions to: parrishd1109@gmail.com or  

Connect@StStephenNC.org 

 

 With the exception Wednesday evenings,  

when our RCIA folks are on Zoom 7:00-8:30p 

I am willing to help you or get you help with a ride  

to the store or doctor, or any other critical errands. 

Please call and we’ll make it happen.   

(336)835-4542 (H) 

I haven’t meddled where I have no business fantasized grandiose plans. 
I plan to safeguard time for leisure today.   

I contemplate the simplicity of nature.  

Sisters of St. Joseph ~ Maxim 71 
Live your life with joyful simplicity, 

content in what is yours to do. 

19  Mario Crispin 

23  Kimberly Lopez 

27  Deborah Lopez 

Posted on our Website & Facebook 

https://www.ststephennc.org/news

