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2021 A Year of Grace, Year of New Vision         Easter Sunday  ~  April 4, 2021 

This week Fr. Joe lead us in reflective prayer on the rich 
readings of the Triduum. We have the next seven weeks of 
the Easter Season to continue to explore what these texts 
mean in our lives. We celebrate this new most-welcome 
beginning. 
 

We gravitate towards this new-found abundance. We love 
the full, pressed down overflow of life that is Christ’s Res-
urrection. We were created for abundance. We were created 
for this same glory. We shy away from and we deliberately 
avoid the shallow or empty. We abhor any hint of lifeless-
ness or stagnation. We run away from anything that implies 
our mortality, like this past year of confining COVID, our a 
year-long Lent, that wearied us with isolation, confusion 
and anxiety. We’re ready for abundance. We’re ready for 
this new beginning. We’re ready for the fullness Life.  
 

Many experience Empty this past year. An Empty that is an 
emotional hollowing out, a gutted feeling. Empty is the 
harsh sentence of irreplaceability: I’ll-never-get-it-back re-
ality or it’ll-never-be-the-same certitude. What if Empty 
isn’t Empty? What if Empty isn’t a void or an unforgiving, 
desolate impossibility?  
 

Gaze into the empty tomb of Jesus today. Here Empty 
transforms into pure fullness of life, a glory beyond our 
wildest imagination! It’s the earthquake of all abundance. 
It’s the Holiest Paradox ever! Here Empty is the most pro-
found, most vivid expressions of all Possibilities.  
Christ’s Resurrection is God’s Grandest Reversal and our 
ultimate get-out-of-death free holy card. It is the fulfillment 
of God’s Covenant promise.  

I will love you into eternity. 
 

Christ’s Empty Tomb leaves no void, there’s no stench of 
death here. The Empty Tomb is Christ’s Sacred Space of 

Resurrection; it is the holy plot  
of God’s abundant, everlasting life.  

 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon a cross, Alleluia!  
Suffer to redeem our loss (emptiness), Alleluia! 

 
                 

Happy Easter, Alleluia!!  
May this Easter Season be for you 

a sustaining grace. 

 

If you are looking 

for a blessing, 

do not linger 

here. 
 

 

Here 

is only 

emptiness, 

a hollow, 

a husk 

where a blessing 

used to be. 
 

 

This blessing 

was not content 

in its confinement. 

It could not abide 

its isolation, 

the unrelenting silence, 

the pressing stench 

of death. 
 

So if it is 

a blessing 

you seek, 

open your own 

mouth. 

Fill your lungs 

with the air 

this new 

morning brings 

and then 

release it 

with a cry. 

Hear how the blessing 

breaks forth 

in your own voice, 

how your own lips 

form every word 

you never dreamed 

to say. 

See how the blessing 

circles back again, 

wanting you to 

repeat it, 

but louder, 

how it draws you, 

pulls you, 

sends you 

to proclaim 

its only word: 

Risen. 

Risen. 

Risen. 

Risen 
For Easter Day 
Jan Richardson 



Reflecting on the Word _____ 
 

 Today is a New Beginning. 

Reflect on this past year and the impact it  

may have had on you spiritually. 

What does your New Beginning  

look like spiritually? 

 

A    P    R    I     L 

04 Easter Sunday, 9a 

06 Communion Service, 12:15p 

11 2nd Sunday Easter  

13 Communion Service, 12:15p 

20 3rd Sunday Easter  

Prayer request 
 

+S. Mary Elizabeth Kratzinger , S.S.J. 
born to eternal life in the 68th year of her religious life. 

   
 

Eternal rest, grant her, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace. Amen. 

          Thank you for your ongoing support  
              for St. S and Tri-C ministries… 

 

     Please consider beginning regular 
     donations to church,  

   especially if your household 
    hasn’t contributed in the last year. 

 

    Check payable to:      St. Stephen Church 
 

    Mail to:                  Janis McQuade, S.S.J. 
                        765  J  Oakland Drive 
                        Elkin NC 28621-2955 

    Thank you so much!! 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

Any of the following items: 

Any kind of bean, dried or canned  

Pasta & sauce   or  sm. laundry detergent 

Sunday Scriptures 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43 Philippians 2:6-11 

Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 John 20:1-9  

05  
15 Judy & Frank Simon 
21 Guadalupe & Ray Hernandez 
27 Julie & Patrick Colglazier 
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04 St. Stephen Parishioners 

11 + Burke & Lux Families r/b Tom 
John J. Cahill 

18 +Millie Mounce  r/b Lana & Bob  
+Joe Sally;  +Sally Bianco 

25 +Marcy Morrey 

05 Marcelino Trinidad 
06 Natalia Trinadad 
08 Melisa Bustos 
08 Clyde Colwell 
08 Emma Golden  
08 Jennifer LaCashio 
09 Osvaldo Busto 
10 Richard Jones 
11 Osvaldo Martinez 

 
 

Donor In honor/ memory of 

Wendy, Jason, Lukas 
McClamrock 

Mary Elizabeth Cain 
Libby Ann Sizemore 

 

Jason McClamrock  
Buddy Gough 
Susan Martin 

Lukas McClamrock Lizzie Shugart 

 

Doris Watson 
Delia & Edgar Langlois 
Alice & Clair Watson 

...to our Choir and Cantors Theresa, Peggy, John, Lukas...our teachers John and Lukas...our Proclaimers Patrick,  
Theresa, Wendy & Jason, John, and Peggy...Carmen, altar linens; our church cleaners and all who care for our  
plants;  setter upper Aileen; Jason prepped our Easter Fire and Gabby who perfectly lit the new fire, Maddox  
for stepping up to serve...Wendy for greeting … and to all who participated in our Holy Week Celebrations... 
to Fr. Joe our presider who lead us in reflecting on the mysteries and grace of these days...Thank you so much! 

Thank you... 


