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Today is Laetare Sunday, a day of decision. God’s Word says turn, look into your spiritual mirror and see yourself as 
God sees you. God’s Word draws your attention to Moses raising up the seraph serpent that symbolizes the people’s 
unfaithfulness. The gospel parallels this image of darkness and sin with the image of Christ hanging on the Cross as the 
image of Light, unconditional love, and mercy.  
 

Mentanoia means to turn, to pivot in another direction/or to go deeper into the Way that leads to the Light. So, today 
can be called Pivot Sunday. It’s your day to turn to/return to humbly claiming who you are now and the person God 
hopes you’ll become in faith, right relationships, and grace. The modern parable below offers you a way to reflect on 
your willingness to stand in the Light, as you are, broken and graced. The story helps you see how you avoid the Light, 
how you are ignoring the pivot God, in Christ Crucified, is asking you to take. This modern day parable is another way 
to reflect on how faithfully you stand in the light, and faithfully you stand beside the Cross, and how the crucifixion 
continues because of your inability, unwillingness or fear to be decisive in Jesus’ Name.   

 
Once upon a time a small group of people sought to bring change to their country. They analyzed the current situation 
and its effects on certain segments of society and concluded that the government, schools, and churches were not being 
honest. Those most in need were not being taken care of or included in decisions. They spoke out, held public meeting, 
organized, and met in small groups to discuss what ought to happen next. 
 

One Sunday morning they decided to picket in front of the churches, while one person handed out leaflets stating their 
positions. Word leaked out on their plans, and the police were waiting for them at every church. There were scuffles, 
confrontations, beatings, hard feelings, and many arrests. Unfortunately, brutal and unnecessarily violent measures 
were used. Still, the church and government leaders thought they had handled the situation rather efficiently without 
letting the good church-going people be bothered by such “riffraff.” They had moved quickly, with force. They had 
provided a lesson for anyone who might think to do such thing in the future. 
 

The years went by, and the situation in the community worsened. The gap between the poor and the rich grew, followed 
by an increase in sales of home security systems and the purchase and carrying of weapons for protection. Then came a 
higher incidence of crime and brutalization of certain groups. Rampant racism grew and showed itself as “prejudice 
posing as freedom.” The violence escalated. Many of the citizens blamed those newly arrived in the country or different 
from the dominant culture and ruling groups, for their problems. There grew a general uneasiness, as though life had 
become a time-bomb whose diminishing fuse that would soon explode everywhere. 
 

Then a man ~ a teacher, prophet, and leader became deeply sadden by the situation. He had written and prayed publicly, 
called people to repentance, told stories of conversion, and sided with the outcasts. He would engage in conversation 
with anyone who approached him. Insightful and demanding on occasion, the man always told the truth, whether others 
found it to be confronting or not.  
 

He remembered what had happened long ago to those who had sought to pass out leaflets and picket the churches. He 
started showing up at the cathedrals, synagogues, public receptions, and government affairs, handing out papers silently 
to anyone and everyone. The officials quickly handcuffed, arrested, and shuffled him away. As soon as he got out of 
jail, he would go to another place and do it again. They couldn't really accuse him of anything because the papers were 
blank. The papers had absolutely nothing on them. 
 

The number of his followers grew. When asked about his efforts, he simply said, “I give out empty papers, like all the 
empty words, promises, and actions of people. I go to places others have gone before, so that people will remember 
what happened then. Perhaps some will decide where they stand and remember what it is that they profess. For some, 
the light will go on; others will have to choose consciously to turn the light off.”  ~ Megan McKenna 
 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people Light for the world to see. 

 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light! Shine in Your church gathered today. 
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T O V I 



Reflecting on the Word _____ 
 

  In what ways is Christ asking you 
to make a spiritual pivot? 

What is your resistance? Your fear? 
What grace do you need to say, “Yes”? 

 

M  A  R  C  H 

14 4th Sun Lent 

15 Give Blood     Elkin Rescue Sq, 1:30-6:00p 

16 Communion Service, 12:15p 

17 
 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!  
 
 
 

Cead mile failte 

 
19 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
Stations of the Cross, 4:00p  church 

20    SSJ Assembly     ZOOM 9:00 - 4:00p   

21 5th Sun of Lent 

23 Communion Service, 12:15p 

26 Stations of the Cross, 4:00p  church 

28 Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
Mass, 9a 

30 Communion Service, 12:15p 

A   P   R   I    L 

OUR SACRED TRIDUUM 

01 Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7p 

02 Good Friday 
The Passion of the Lord, 7p 

03 Holy Saturday Easter Vigil, 8p 

04 Easter Sunday, 9a 

Thank you for your ongoing support  
for St. S and Tri-C ministries… 

 
 

                    Please consider beginning regular 

Donations to church, especially if your household 

hasn’t contributed in the last year. 
 

    Check payable to:      St. Stephen Church 
 

    Mail to:                  Janis McQuade, S.S.J. 

                        765  J  Oakland Drive 

                        Elkin NC 28621-2955 
 

    Thank you so much!! 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

Any of the following items: 

Any kind of bean, dried or canned  

Pasta & sauce   or  sm. laundry detergent 

Sunday Scriptures 

2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23 Ephesians 2:4-10  

 Psalm 137:1-6 John 3:14-21  

19 Erika & Ruben Ramirez 

 M A  R  C H 

14 +Deceased members of Burke & Lux families 
r/b Tom Lux 

+Helen Purcell r/b Lana & Bob Horneck 

21 Living and deceased Sisters of St. Joseph 

28 Lovelle W. Golden (Birthday) 

 

27 Ivan Rodriguez 
29 Eva Rose Reikowsky 

Happy  
St. Joseph’s  

Day!! 


