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Morning, Church! 
 

The prophet Jeremiah encountered the same darkness Jesus did. This darkness came in the form of the judgment, 

whisperings, disrespectful looks or being shunned by others. When you engage the struggle of this kind of dark-

ness, Jesus says live in the light of his truth. All that is whispered, disrespected, or shunned will be brought into the 

Light. When you speak Truth to power, like Jeremiah and Jesus did, you will be met with resounding pushback.  
 

The priest, Pushur, had Jeremiah put in the stocks when he said Jerusalem would fall to the Babylonians and be 

taken into captivity for 70 years. Jeremiah criticized Pushur, all the religious leaders and the whole nation for their 

unfaithfulness. This the same struggle that is always present when Earthly and Divine power are in conflict.  
 

In the gospel, Jesus fear no one. Don’t respond to their darkness. Instead, live in the light God’s Truth. It is God’s 

light that gives you courage to proclaim the truth. When you proclaim God’s Truth, you invite controversy. You 

will be judged, whispered about, disrespected and shunned. Those who resist or push back on God’s Truth will 

eventually come into the Light. “Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be known.” 

God’s light and truth will reveal what festers in secret hearts of those who refuse to hear the God’s voice.       
 

Jesus doesn’t mince words: shout my Truth from the rooftops, proclaim it with all you might!  

Learn to stand in my Truth, and I will protect you.  

If you tell the Truth, you will be denounced just like Jeremiah and Jesus were. 

To tell God’s Truth is to live your discipleship.  

Jesus, who knows and values you more than every tiny sparrow, more than  

the hairs on your head. Fear no one. Proclaim God’s Truth.  

You’ll probably meet with temporary trouble now, yet, in the long run,  

God’s Truth will lead you to heaven.  
 

Today, Christ’s Truth is in constant conflict with what our culture says is the 

truth about racism. No need searching for a quote from Jesus about racism. Jesus’ Truth is that he love inclusively.  

No one ever found themselves outside the inclusive love of Christ ~ unless they chose to be outside Christ’s love.  
 

Jesus proclaimed Truth through his example. He declared all who are misjudged, condemned, whispered about, 

shunned, rejected, and even killed are Children of God. When the message and ministry of Jesus took root in those 

who were open, it changed their hearts. The ones who surrender to God’s grace and love as inclusively as Jesus did 

remain his faithful disciples. To love inclusively costs you everything, making great sacrifices now. Your choice to 

love now, as Jesus did will grace you to live forever in the Truth of his Light.  
  

life. family. parish. You’re making them better.  
 

                      God’s blessings, 
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Fear no one. 
Matthew 10:26 
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Pope Francis ~ Walking the Word 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph ~ Maxim 79 
Avoid envy of other’s gifts. Be content in playing your part in Love’s design. 

  I resist the temptation to compare.  

  I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. (John Henry Newman)  

  Study nature. How can I grow to imitate nature’s contentment? 

 

 Our job is to love others 

without stopping to inquire  

whether or not they are worthy. 

This is not our business and, 

in fact, it is nobody’s business. 

What we are asked to do is to love, 

and this love itself will render 

both ourselves and  

our neighbors worthy. 
~ Thomas Merton 

Body 
of  

Christ.  
Amen. 

ENDING SYSTEMIC RACISM 
 

 In November 2018, the U.S. bishops released  

a Pastoral Letter Against Racism called  

Open Wide Our Hearts.  

The letter is a powerful invitation  

for all the people of God to 

“...face courageously the vice of racism, . . .  

...reach out generously to the victims  

of this evil, to assist the conversion  

needed in those who still harbor racism,  

and to begin to change policies  

and structures that allow racism to persist.”  

To read entire letter, get other resources,  

and find ides for how we/you can respond,  

go to:  

www.usccb.org/racism  

I have witnessed with great concern  

the disturbing social unrest  

in your nation in these past days,  

following the tragic death  

of Mr. George Floyd. 

We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye  

to racism and exclusion in any form  

and yet claim to defend  

the sacredness of every human life. 

With the U.S. bishops, Pope Francis  

denounced the violence at some protests. 

At the same time, we have to recognizer that  

‘the recent violence is self-destructive  

and self-defeating.  

Nothing is gained by violence  

and so much is lost.  



 

Happy 

Father’s Day!  

God bless 

ALL 

Our  

Fathers!! 



 

 

 Sunday Scriptures  

 Jer. 20:10-13 Rom. 5:12-1 

Ps 69:8-10. 14.17.33-35  Matt.  10:26-33 

  Reflecting & Acting on the Word  
 

In our present climate of divisiveness,  
what would Jesus say about your response  

and our country’s response to this division? 
 

What would you suggest to bring healing  
to our hearts and the heart of our nation? 

 June Intentions  

21 All Fathers, living and deceased 
Fr. Michael Bryant 

28 +Mona Schaufenbuel 
+Maria, Tony & Ashley Torres 

 

Your best source for parish info is: 
ST. STEPHEN PARISH WEBSITE       

https://www.ststephennc.org  
 

Please check our website for weekly Mass 
When white box pops up, click to the side  

of it and box will disappear.  
Scroll down to L-hand column for Music sheet,  

Sunday Scriptures and Mass video and 
R-hand column is Prayer Requests. 

 

26  Daniel Reikowsky 

30  Aileen Cahill,  Susana Martinez 

22  Debbie & Phillip Parish 

25  Mary Gayle & Craig Golden 

  Jane & Matt Norman 

26  Jenny & Rudy Ardizzola 

27  Ellen & Richard Bernabe 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday, June 13 

4:00p  

(English St. J ~ LS) 

 

Sunday, June 14 

9:00a (English St. S ~ LS) 

  11:15p  (English  St J  ~ LS)  

  1:30p en espanol 

If our 9:00a live streaming  

runs into any technical difficulties,  

I’ll post Mass on our website by 12N. 
 

              

                 St. Clare,  

        patron of all media,  

              pray for us!  

 

https://www.ststephennc.org/news


 

Invitation from parishioner, Guadalupe Hernandez: 
 

About a month ago I had a meeting with some teachers and parents of the Elkin City Schools. Many had 
concerns about students who recently entered the school. Many do not know English and are having a hard 
time adapting. The school is looking for bilingual volunteers to help these students adapt quicker and easier 
to the school, and to make sure they are more comfortable.  
 

If you know of any one who’s willing to help, please let me know or let the school know. We will need their contact 
information to reach out to them. Volunteer would be helping to translate and tutor the students, and helping them adapt 
to their new environment. In addition to helping the Spanish-speaking students, we are hoping to help other students 
who are struggling.  Contact me if  you need more information. 
Thank you for your time.  

        
      Sincerely, 
      Guadalupe Hernandez 
      (336)488-4858 
      16reyesg@gmail.com 

Guadalupe & Ray Hernandez 

 

Dear Sister Janis,  

I plan on starting my own small business.  Would you let the St. S parishioners know I plan on starting a small 

business via the bulletin?  I would be very Thankful.  Eventually I will place an ad in the bulletin.  

My immediate objective is to grow the business via referrals. In addition,  part of my business plan is to do 

good work at a reasonable price to grow by word of mouth.   

 My credentials:  

 Two levels of NC Mechanical Licensure (allows me to perform a variety of services).  
 My business has Liability Insurance.   

        

HOMETOWN HANDYMAN SERVICES OF THE YADKIN VALLEY 

 Installation of Handicap rails 

 Repair replace trim and molding 

 Repair and replace damaged wood 

 Deck repair 

 Tile work 

 Plumbing Fixture Replacement 

 Fixing water leaks, facets etc.  

 Water Heaters 

 Electrical work replacing, installing GFI’s outlets,  
        ceiling fans ,exhaust fans lights etc. 

 Painting 

 Pressure Washing 

 Lawn mowing and trimming 

 HVAC Heat Pumps, AC,  

 Gas and Oil Furnaces 

 Thermostat replacement and upgrade 

 Install Storm Doors 

 Replace doors 

 Drywall repair 

 And More… 

Sincerely, 
   
Mark J. Imbus 
191 Park Cattle Lane 
Elkin, NC 28621 
336.971.6215 


