
 

Feast of the Assumption 

August 15, 2021 

  





 

Although masks restrictions have changed, at St. S, if you aren’t fully vaccinated, 

you must wear a mask to safeguard those among us with pre-existing conditions. 

It’s best to refrain from handshakes and hugs 

to protect yourself and the rest of the folks at St. S. 

250th Anniversary Kickoff Celebration 
Presented by Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital 

FREE EVENT   

Saturday, August 21 ~ 10:00a ~ 6:00p    
 

Historic Courthouse Square 
114 W. Atkins Street, Dobson 

 

For more information: 

http://facebook.com/surry250 and www.surry250.com    

https://www.yadkinvalleync.com/surry-county-250th 

Surry 250 Rain Date: Saturday, August 28 

 

 



Old Testament ~ Hebrew Scriptures 
 

Hannah’s Canticle 
 

My heart exults in the Lord; 

My strength is exalted in my God. 

My mouth derides my enemies, 

because I rejoice in your salvation. 

There is no Holy One like our God, 

No one besides You, 

There is no rock like our God. 

 

Those who are full have hired themselves  

 out for bread; those who were hungry  

are fat with spoil, 

 

The barren has borne seven,  

but she who has many children is forlorn. 

God make poor and make rich; 

God bring low but also exalts. 

 

You raised up the poor from the dust, 

lifts the needs from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes 

and inherit a seat of honor. 

 

For the pillars of the earth are yours, 

and on them you have set the world. 

Your protective care guards your faithful one’s steps;  

but the wicked are left to stumble in their darkness; 

for not by might does one prevail.       

You will give strength to the king,  

 and exalt your anointed one. 

   
 

New Testament  ~  Christian Scriptures 
 

Mary’s Canticle  
 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O my God, 

 and my spirit has rejoiced in you, my Savior. 

For your regard has bless me, 

poor, and a serving woman. 

 

From this day all generations 

will call me blessed, 

For you who are mighty,  

have made me great. 

 

Most Holy be your Name. 

Your mercy is one those who fear you 

throughout all generations. 

 

You have shown strength with your arm, 

You have scattered the proud  

in their hearts’ fantasy. 

 

You have put down  

the mighty from their seat, 

and have lifted up the powerless. 

 

You have fill the hungry with good things, 

and have sent the rich away empty. 

 

You. remembering your mercy, 

 have helped your people Israel. 

As you promised Abraham and Sarah, 

Mercy to their children, forever.     

 

1 Samuel 2:2-11 Luke 1:46-55 



2021 A Year of Grace, Year of New Vision                                             Feast of the Assumption ~ August 15, 2021 

Morning, Church! 
 

Hannah and Mary are Women of the Word, in a long 
line of strong, faithful women, like Rebecca, Rachel, 
Leah, Ruth, Naomi, Deborah, Miriam, Tamar, and 
Esther. They praise God with their prayer and live 
their prayer in their lives. Through their lives we see 
who God is and how God acts.      
 

Hannah and Mary’s canticles sing of God’s saving 
presence among those who are oppressed, lowly, 
hungry, weak, forlorn, and mistreated and unaccept-
ed by the those who seem to have it all. 
 

It’s quite the upside-down world view. Most would 
say those who are successful, powerful, who have 
access to whatever they want are the favored ones. 
 

Today is the Feast of the Assumption of Mary, we  
see how Mary, an unwed mother-to-be learned to 
navigate the religious, patriarchal systems that could 
have crushed her.    
 

The oppression in Mary’s day is seen today as the 
Taliban floods back into Afghanistan and imposes 
their will on the people through violence. Women 
and children will definitely be the most vulnerable in 
this situation. This reminds me of what I saw and 
heard when serving at the Humanitarian Center in 
McAllen, TX.  The cartel is the Taliban there. They 
rule the border and no one crosses into Mexico or the 
U.S. without paying a heavy fee ~ in the hope of 
crossing the Rio Grande in peace. Sometimes they 
cross and sometimes their money’s taken and they 
stay. Often their children are unwillingly taken from 
them and sentenced into a life of human trafficking. 
Those who live there are constantly threatened with 
torture and death. 
 

In her grace-filledness, Mary stood over and against 
this kind of darkness, the same darkness found in the 
heart of Herod who sought out her son to murder 
him.  
 

Through Mary, God continued to be revealed to us 
and God continued to act through her. God trans-
formed Mary’s so-called lowliness and exalted her in 
the fullness of grace. God’s overshadowing love 
conceive Christ within her and she carried him and 
the mystery of it all in her heart with wonder and 
awe. 
 

 

Though Mary still reeled in the mysterious Presence 

within her, she wasted no time in making the 81 

miles journey (here to Charlotte) to help her cousin 

Elizabeth, who is with child, too. This Visitation 

gospel radiates the mystery of God  experienced by 

Mary and Elizabeth. Both of them* had experienced 

Annunciations of the birth of their sons. (*Zechariah 

in the Temple). 
 

As Women of the Word they glorified God for the 

wonder God had brought about in their lives. Elder 

Elizabeth, thought to be barren, will soon welcome 

her son, John. Mary unexpectedly expectant, relied 

on God’s promise of a Savior. These Lowly Ones 

invisible in their society became God’s visible grace. 
 

These Women of the Word gave birth to God in their 

hearts first and proclaimed God’s presence has come 

to turn everything inside-out, to feed, comfort, and 

lift up the lowly; to make relationships right first and 

be their mercy forever; then put down the powerful 

and scatter the proud; send away those who hoard 

and have too much and leave the wicked in their own 

darkness.   
 

The Assumption is our hope that one day, we too, 

will be with God forever. Our Canticle of praise will 

be joined to those of Hannah, Mary, Elizabeth, and 

all the Saints. Before that glorious day, we are meant 

to magnify God’s presence by magnifying the ways 

we give our loving, inclusive service among our 

Dear Neighbors.        

                  God’s blessings,    

Feast of the Assumption  
 



A   U   G   U   S   T 
15  

  Feast of the Assumption  
RE-Gathering: 
PARISH BRUNCH 

16 GIVE BLOOD      YV Chamber Bldg.  
257 Standard Street 

17 Communion Service, 12:15p 

20 2018 St. Stephen Website launch 

21 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

22 21st Sun OT 

24 Communion Service, 12:15p 

29 22nd Sun OT 

30 RCIA Inquiry, FLC, 6:45p 

31 Communion Service, 12:15p 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

Any of the following items: 
Any kind of pasta & sauce; peanut butter & jelly  

Small laundry detergent 

8/22  Coming Prepared: www.usccb.org 

Joshua 24: 1-2a, 15-17, 18b Eph 5: 2a, 25-32 

Psalms 34: 2-3, 16-23 John 6: 60-69  

A   U    G   U  S  T 

15 Michael Garwood, Jr.  (Birthday) 

22 +Mona Schaufenbuel 

29 +Petra Aguire, mother of Victor Bustos 

 Altar Flowers are given in honor/memory of 

+Msgr. Thomas P. Ivory, 

cousin of S. Janis.   
If you wish to donate Sunday Altar flowers for 

an Anniversary, Birthday, in memory  

of a deceased loved one or  

a special intention,  please SIGN UP  

on the CALENDAR on the  

bulletin board and contact Donna Watson, 
(336) 835-5235.  

16 James Stroud 

17 Sergio Hernandez 

18 Connor Key 

21 Lucas Garcia 

23 Judy Berryman 

24 Gayle Altemueller 

     Leo Ouellette 

25 Luisa Rodriguez 

26 Pat Kophamer 

30 Nancy Espino 

Reflecting and Acting on the Word _____ 
 

Are your ways God’s ways? 

Do you work to bring about justice  

and right relationships?  

What would your Canticle to God sound like? 

Prayer request 
 

+ S. Therese Ganly ,  SSJ, 

born to eternal life in the 77th year of her religious life. 

+ S. Kathleen M. Kean ,  SSJ, 

born to eternal life in the 60th year of her religious life. 

 May their souls and all the souls  

of the faithfully departed rest in peace. Amen  

11 Olivia & Isidro Rodriguez 
12 Lila & Ty Keller 

20 Sarahi & Antonio Crispin 

31 Judy & Ron Berryman 

 

Blessings & Congratulations, 

Susana Martinez! 

Susana is accepted into  
SCC Early College Program. 

Susana is the daughter of  
Elia & Luis Martinez. 

We’re so proud of you, Susana! 

 

PROCLAIMERS of the WORD 

Date Reading I Reading II 

8/15 Patrick C Janis McQ 

8/22 Mary H Kathy J 

8/29 Sarah K Ronnie K 


