
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 13, 2020 

 

 



2020 A Year of Grace, Year of New Vision      24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  September 13, 2020 

Morning, Church! 
 

Each week a Maxim of the Sisters of St. Joseph is published in 
the bulletin with reflection questions can be incorporated the 
into our spiritual lives. The SSJ Maxims were part of the Little 
Design  written by Jean-Pierre Medaille, S.J. in 1650 to help the 
SSJs and their Associates in Mission (most of whom were illit-
erate), to grow in love of God and their Dear Neighbor. These 
Maxims are meant to consciously place ego in the service of 
love and to grow in freedom to choose the greater good in all 
their relationships and actions. These Maxims constantly chal-
lenge their reader to live “the more.” 
 

The Book of Sirach’s maxims, one-liners, like the SSJ Maxims, 
point to how we are to be in relationship. Today’s text concerns 
our relationship to forgiveness of our enemies. The scribe of 
Sirach is a sage who lived in Jerusalem, one thoroughly imbued 
with love of The Law, the priesthood, the Temple, and divine 
worship. As a wise and experienced observer of life, this scribe 
addresses his contemporaries with the motive of helping them 
maintain religious faith and integrity.  
 

Sirach challenges the merciless people and reminds them that 
“wrath and anger are hateful things.” He tell them they are 
harming themselves when they hold unforgiveness closely and 
tightly.  
 

Unforgiveness is soul-shrinking. Only forgiveness and mercy 
frees us from ego’s desire for revenge against those who have 
harm us knowingly or unknowingly. Forgiveness frees us from 
being controlled by their ego’s unwillingness to forgive.    
 

Today’s gospel mirrors Sirach’s maxims on forgiveness. This 
gospel is a stark reminder that the unconditional love of God is 
conditional, too. Jesus is not teaching Peter and the First Fol-
lowers a spiritual,  mathematical formula on forgiveness. His 
teaching is about God’s abundant, unconditional love ~ with the 
codicil in The Lord’s Prayer, “...forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us...”  
 

In this prayer phrase, Jesus reiterates the Great Commandment 
highlighted in the past two Sunday scriptures. The Lord’s Pray-
er is the most dangerous prayer of all. It clearly exemplifies the 
realness of God’s conditional love.  
 

To mean what we pray demands we consciously place our ego 
in the service of love and grow in freedom to choose the greater 
good in our relationships and actions. What is the Kindom of 
God like? It’s like the gratuitous forgiveness we offer others, 
born from our grateful, emotional, and spiritual generosity.   
  

 
 

                           God’s blessings, 

If we cannot 

lay aside the wound, 

then let us say 

it will not always 

bind us. 
 

Let us say 

the damage 

will not eternally 

determine our path. 
 

Let us say 

the line of our life 

will not always travel 

along the places 

we are torn. 

 

Let us say 

that forgiveness 

can take some practice, 

can take some patience, 

can take a long 

and struggling time. 

  

Let us say 

that to offer 

the hardest blessing, 

we will need 

the deepest grace; 

that to forgive 

the sharpest pain, 

we will need 

the fiercest love; 

that to release 

the ancient ache, 

we will need 

new strength 

for every day. 

 

Let us say 

the wound 

will not be 

our final home— 

that through it 

runs a road, 

a way we would not 

have chosen 

but on which 

we will finally see 

forgiveness, 

so long practiced, 

coming toward us, 

shining with the joy 

so well deserved. 

The Hardest Blessing                 Jan Richardson 

Prayer Request    

Virginia Talbot, S.S.J.

 



Reflecting on the Word _____ 

The Lord’s Prayer: What does the word  

“as” in this prayer mean to you?  

Recall a time when you were gratuitously forgiven 

and how this grace effects the way you forgive. 
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13 +Joshua Flockhart r/b Carmen & Brad 

+Letty & Myron Kitts  r/b Carmen & Brad 

20 Celeste & Larry Liss (Anniversary) 

27 +Alice Gwyn Heusel  r/b Becky 
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...thanks to all who joined in our first parish 
Zoom gathering...a wonderful blessing for all! 

….for your ongoing support 

for your church and Tri-C ministries… 

Thank you so much!! 

Tri-C Christian Ministries 

September 

Sm. bag of flour 

Sunday Scriptures 

Sirach 27:30-28:7 Romans 14:7-9 

Ps 103:1-4.9-12 Matthew 18:21-25 

22 Maria & Jose Ledesma 

30 Raquel & Pedro Barrientos 

25 Theresa Martin 

28 Britney Crispin 

29 Minnie Espino 

 

      Sisters of St. Joseph ~ Maxim 88 
 

Do the ordinary good with extraordinary care. 

Faithful Citizenship Bulletin Announcement from the USCCB 
 
 

Political Engagement and our Baptismal Call  

 

In their statement on Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,  the U.S. bishops remind Catholics 

about the call to participate in political life. “In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, 

and participation in political life is a moral obligation” (no. 13). Visit  today to read the statement,  

along with a new letter, watch new videos, and access other great resources. 
 

La participación política y nuestro llamado bautismal 

 

En su declaración sobre Formando la conciencia para ser ciudadanos fieles, los obispos católicos  

de los Estados Unidos recuerdan a los católicos el llamado a participar en la vida política.  

“En la Tradición católica, l ser ciudadano fiel es una virtud y la participación en la vida política  

es una obligación moral” (no. 13). Visite hoy para leer la declaración, junto con una nueva nota  

introductoria, ver nuevos vídeos y acceder a otros buenos recursos. 

celebrating their 63rd Anniversary  
& renewing their vows at Mass last week. 

63 years 


